First Sunday of Advent 
December 2, 2007 

Faith Sharing 

Readings and Questions for the 

Weekend of December 9 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Listen to the Word 

What words or phrases strike you in this 
reading? What image does it leave you of 
John the Baptist? 

Theme 

God's kingdom is at hand—it is here. 

Look Into Your Life 
Question for Children: Beyond toys, 
what do you hope for this Christmas? 
Question for Youth: Who do you know 
who is very faithful? What can you learn 
from this person? 

Question for Adults: Name one thing in 
your life which you must "move out of 
the way" in order to make more room for 
Christ—a grudge, a possession, a hurt. 


Monday December 3 

Isaiah 4:2-6; Matthew 8:5-11 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
6:00 p.m. - New Member Welcome Dinner 

Tuesday, December 4 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Luke 10:21-24 
No Daily Liturgy - Fr. Mark’s Day Off 
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts 

Wednesday, December 5 
Isaiah 25:6-10a; Matthew 15:29-37 

5:30 p.m. - Daily Liturgy 
Intention: Healing of the Sexually Abused 
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Food Pantry 
7:00 p.m. - Middle School Youth Event 

Thursday, December 6 

Isaiah 26:1-6: Matthew 7:21, 24-27 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - NET Retreat 

Friday, December 7 
Isaiah 29:17-24; Matthew 9:27-31 

8:00 a.m. - Daily Liturgy 
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
11:15 a.m. - Bishop’s Mass & Lunch 
5:30 p.m. - Holy Day Mass 

Saturday, December 8 
Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; 
Luke 1:26-38 

8:00 a.m. - Holy Day Mass 
Intention: For the Taize Retreat 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Food Pantry 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Taize Retreat 
3:30 p.m. - Reconciliation 

Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12 

5:00 p.m. - Liturgy of the Eucharist 


Ministry Schedule 

Bread Baker: Lori Kline 

Altar Servers: Bethany, Hannah & Elijah Ehresmann 
Blood: Jacqui Blaha, Jessica Ferley, Jayme & 
Reggie Hunt 
Body: Beth-Anne Ferley 
Lectors: Sarah Cresalia, Doris Hume 
Sacristans: Charlie & Patty Cresalia 
Ushers: Becky & Ken Wentz 
Choir: Folk Group 

Sunday, December 9 
Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12 

8:00 a.m. - Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Ministry Schedule 

Altar Servers: Kevin Chamberlain, Garret & Cheyenne 
Quinn 

Blood: Pat Suiter, Larry Williamson, Judy Wilson, 
Kevin Rohrbach 
Body: Diane Clarke 
Lectors: Larry & Joyce Williamson 
Sacristans: Brenda & Marc Jacobs 
Ushers: Frank Boner, Don Everson 
Choir: Regina’s Minstrels 
10:30 a.m. - Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Intention: OLBH Community 

Ministry Schedule 

Altar Servers: Jacqui Osnes, Kaleah & Austin Evans 
Blood: Jim McCormick, Jim Hoag, Jim Scherr, Sharon 
Long 

Body: Barb Scherr 

Lectors Laura Varilek, Tanya McCaskell 
Sacristans: Kathy & Ken Van Asma 
Ushers: Jim Pulaski, Rob Varilek 
Choir: Family Choir 

7:00 p.m. - Adoration & Evening Prayer 



Stewardship November 24 & 25 


Loose 

$1,478.51 

Envelopes 

$1,990.00 

Votive 

$3.50 

Student 

$42.89 

Directory 

$10.00 

Other 

$1040.00 

Total 

$4,564.90 


Middle & High School Registration 

If you have not completed registration forms 
for your middle or high school students, 
please do so before the next event. Forms are 
in the gathering area. Contact Teresa 
Thompson at teresa@olbh.org or 787-5168 if 
you have any questions. Middle School 
meets December 5 at 7:00 p.m., and High 
School meets December 19 at 7:00 p.m. 



Cookies and Bars Needed! 

Our local Catholic schools will 
be holding a NET retreat here 
on Thursday, December 6. We 
are looking for people to donate bars and 
cookies. If you would like to do some baking 
for this event please contact Betsy at 787- 
5168 or at betsy@olbh.org . 


Pancake Breakfast 

The Knights of Columbus will have their next 
Pancake Breakfast December 9 from 8:00 
a.m. to noon. A new featured item will be 
scrambled eggs, in addition to our usual 
pancakes, apple pie filling, sausage, coffee, 
and juice. Proceeds will benefit Right to Life. 


Sparks from Fr. Mark 

Part 2: Jesus as Teacher 

Matthew’s portrait of Jesus as a teacher is evident in 
the very structure of the gospel. Matthew groups 
material into alternating patterns of action and 
speech. The speeches are arranged into five rather 
extended sermons. The first of these is the most 
famous work, the “Sermon on the Mount” (5:1- 
7:29). The second discourse, “The Mission Sermon” 
(10:1-42), is addressed to the apostles as Jesus 
sends them out to preach. At the center point, the 
third of the five sermons, is the “Sermon of the 
Parables” (13:1-52), a collection of eight parables 
about the kingdom of heaven. The fourth is 
Matthew's most distinctive sermon, the “Sermon on 
the Church” (18:1-35). Matthew is the only 
evangelist to use the word “church” in the context 
of Jesus’ historical ministry. Finally, and fittingly, is 
the “Sermon on the End Times” (24:1-25:46). Each 
of these five sermons is clearly marked by a similar 
ending phrase, “When Jesus had finished these 
words, commands, parables...” (7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 
19:1; 26:1). 


Prayer List 

Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. 
Please contact the office if continued prayers are needed. 

Improved Health: Joe Creek, Helen Barber, Grant 
Coffin, Mary Kay Young, Sharon Long, Cliff 
Meyer, Dorothy Norman, Dorothy Roseland, Jim 
Raba, Missy Jorgensen, Gertrude Bessie, George 
Senn, Karen Weyrich 
Repose: Mike Cariveau 


Update on the OLBH Library 

From Mary in the Library 

Father Mark has recently selected some 
new books for the library. These four titles 
will be helpful for those volunteering as 
Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Cantors, or 
Music Ministers. Find them under 
classification #264. They’ll be located on the 
new book shelf during December. 

Each guide begins with an overview, 
theology and history of the ministry. 
Information on the development of liturgical 
music, for example, is very informative. One 
of the authors. Father Paul Turner, 
incorporates quotes from the General 
Instruction of the Roman Missal and 
summarizes guidelines from Vatican II. 

The four books also cover the importance 
of spirituality in these ministries. Practical 
tips for beginning and improving the ministry 
are included, as well as question and answer 
sections for more specific concerns. 

A smaller booklet was already part of the 
library’s collection for those in the Usher 
ministry. The many tasks of this volunteer are 
well described, and a prayer for ushers is 
included at the end. 

Join Bishop Cupich for 
First Friday Mass and Lunch 

Mass begins December 7 at 11:15 a.m. at the 
Cathedral. Lunch follows in the church hall, 
followed by remarks from Bishop Cupich. 
The $5.00 charge for lunch benefits our Rapid 
City Catholic Schools. 





































Advent Retreat in the Spirit of Taize 

Our Lady of the Black Hills is hosting a Taize 
Retreat on Saturday, December 8 from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Registration begins at 8:30. 
The cost is $10.00, lunch is included. To pre¬ 
register, contact the OLBH office at 787-5168 
or olbh@olbh.org . 

Giving Tree 

The Giving Tree is now up in the gathering 
area! Take a tag and buy a gift for someone in 
need. Please place gifts under the tree no later 
than Sunday, December 9, with tags attached, 
but unwrapped. All gifts will stay in the 
Piedmont and Black Hawk area. If you know 
of someone in our area who is in need of 
Christmas gifts, please call Judy at 716-4647 
or Dorothy at 787-4509. 


Parishioners will be surveyed at weekend 
masses in early December as part of the 
diocesan initiative, To Preach the Good 
Word Well. The purpose of the survey is to 
help us reflect on our understanding of the 
Word of God proclaimed and preached at 
Sunday mass. The results of the survey will 
be made available in January. Thank you for 
participating. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Feast Day Mass 

Mass begins at 5:45 p.m. on Wednesday, 
December 12, at Blessed Sacrament Church in 
Rapid City. All are invited to 
attend this bilingual mass, 
celebrated by Bishop Blase 
Cupich. A potluck meal in the 
parish hall will follow. Please 
bring a dessert to share. 

Receptionist Needed 

St. Martin’s Monastery is looking for a 
receptionist for 30 hours a week including 
weekends. For further information, please 
contact Sr. Loraine at 343-8011. 

Saturday Night Alive Singles 

December 1, 7:00 p.m. 

Life Issues: "Christmas" with Pastor Nickel 
Christian Life Ministries 
1948 N. Plaza Drive 
December 8, 6:00 p.m. 

"'Tis the Season" Semi Formal Banquet 
Cedar Canyon Wesleyan Camp 
5125 Memorial Drive 
Call Laurel 545-4852 for tickets $13 
www.SaturdavNightAliveSingles.com 


Matching Grant for Masses for Life 

The Diocesan Pro-Life Commission is again 
offering a matching grant, up to $250, for donations 
made to the "Diocesan Masses for Life" program by 
December 31, 2007. Every day, throughout our 
Diocese, a mass is offered for respect and protection 
of all human life, from conception to natural death. 
This program arranges for these masses to be 
offered and pays the priests' stipends. Your 
donation allows you to assist with this spiritual 
endeavor. Please send your donation, marked 
"Masses for Life” by December 31, to Mary 
Mitchell, Treasurer, 113 Berry Pine Road, Rapid 
City, SD 57702. 

Blue Army of Our Lady of Fatima 

Due to the Holy Day, the First Friday Vigil and 
Mass sponsored by the Blue Army of Our Lady of 
Fatima will not be held in December. Contact Ellen 
Robertson at 718-9909 or Marie Kinyon at 341- 
1588 for more information. 

Vocation Discernment Weekend 

January 4-6, 2008 

Join the Little Sisters of the Poor in Palatine, IL for 
a weekend of prayer and reflection. Open to single 
women 18-35 years of age who want to explore the 
possibility of a religious vocation. There is no 
charge for the retreat, and funds for travel assistance 
are available. For information, call (847) 219-2430 
or go to vocationinfo@littlcsistcrsofthcpoor.org . 

Level II Separated & Divorced Support 

Group, “Flappiness is an Inside Job” 

Level II is an eight-week, non-denominational 
support group using John Powell’s book by the 
same name. The group is designed to help those 
who are separated or divorced to deepen their 
healing experience and find new meaning and 
purpose in their lives. Previous Level I attendance is 
helpful but not required. Join us at 7:00 p.m., 
Thursday, January 10, at St. Therese’s in Rapid 
City. Registration fee (includes the book) is 
$38.00. For more information, contact Family Life 
Ministries at 343-3541. 

“Heal Your Grief’ 

Bereavement Support Group 

This is an eight-week, non-denominational support 
group for anyone grieving the loss of a loved one. 
The group begins at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, January 
28, at Blessed Sacrament Church in Rapid City. 
Please come early to register. For more information 
call Janece Rieman at 343-5547, or Family Life 
Ministries at 343-3541. 

Christian Family Planning Seminar 

Join us Saturday, January 19, from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon at St. Anthony’s in Hot Springs. This is a 
requirement for engaged couples, and also an 
enriching learning experience for married couples, 
or anyone wanting to know more about natural 
family planning. For more information, or to 
register, call Family Life Ministries at 343-3541. 

Dinner Down Under! 

Come join us for the Newman 
Center’s Dinner Down Under and 
game day, Sunday, December 9 at 
the Cathedral, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. All proceeds will help students 
attend a college FOCUS retreat in 



January, and Angela Setera, who will be 
spending a year in Australia with the NET 
team. If you have any questions, contact 
nancv@Cathedralolph.org . 

Blessed Sacrament Holy Elders 

We will meet Thursday December 6, starting 
with mass at noon. Immediately after mass 
the group will gather at the new sign on the 
lawn in front of the church. Father Andrzej 
will give a blessing, and Laurie Hallstrom, 
editor of the West River Catholic will take 
some photographs. We will then move inside 
to enjoy a pot luck lunch followed by games. 
All are asked to bring a dish to share, and all 
are asked to help set up and clean up. Visitors 
and new members are welcome. 

“Bella” - Movie 

Is showing at Rushmore 7, This film is very 
pro-life, very touching and has a great impact! 
We encourage you to read the 
review from the USCCB Office 
of Film and Broadcasting 
regarding “The Golden Compass” 
at: http://www.usccb.org/movies. 

For the Ride Home 

By Ted Bergh 

Scripture 

■They shall beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks (Isaiah 
2:4). 

■I rejoiced because they said, "We will go up 
to the house of the Lord" (Psalm 122:1). 

■It is now the hour now for you to awake from 
sleep, for our salvation is nearer now than 
when we first believed (Romans 13:11). 

■If the master of the house had known the 
hour the thief was coming, he would have 
stayed awake (Matthew 24:43). 

Reflection 

■Do you know what will happen next year, 
next week, or tomorrow? 

■Have you ever been truly shaken by an 
unforeseen event? 

■Has your faith in Jesus helped you overcome 
whatever you encountered - no matter how 
difficult? 

■Are the scriptures today suggesting that you 
take time now to prepare in the only way that 
really matters? 

The mass culture purveyed by the popular 
press is preponderantly based on the pursuit of 
pleasure, wealth and power. It is, in many 
respects, alien to Christian ideals and 
attitudes. We readily recognize that we live in 
a world that is increasingly estranged from 
Christian values. In order to remain a 
Christian one must take a resolute stand 
against many commonly accepted axioms of 
the world. To become true disciples we must 
continually equip ourselves to profess the full 
faith of the Church. We must develop a sense 
of solidarity, cemented by relationships with 
mature and exemplary Christians who 
represent Christ and his way of life. 

Dulles, Avery Cardinal, Models of the Church, 
(Doubleday; New York, 1987 - 2002), p. 210, 211 






































